New Valley Church Statement of Biblical Doctrine

1. THE TRI-UNE GOD
Key Points

God eternally exists as three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Each person is fully God.

There is one God.

God sovereignly rules and reigns over all things.

We should submit to, adore, and glorify God.
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Statement

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living
God is infinitely perfect both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things,
visible and invisible, and is therefore worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal
and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows the end from the beginning, sustains and
sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings about his eternal good purposes
to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the praise of his glorious
grace.

Scripture

a. Deuteronomy 6:4 / Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.

b. Matthew 3:16-17 / And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

c. Matthew 28:19 / “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...”

2. REVELATION

Key Points

a. God has revealed himself through his creation, though Jesus, and through the Scriptures.
b. To disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.

c. The Bible is inerrant and the ultimate authority in all things.

d. We should joyfully read, study and apply God’s word to our lives.

Statement



God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has
supremely revealed himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate
Word. Moreover, this God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed
himself in human words: we believe that God has inspired the words preserved in the
Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, which are both record and
means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone constitute the verbally
inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and without error in the original
writings, complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God
requires us to believe and do, and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to
which it speaks. We confess that both our finitude and our sinfulness preclude the
possibility of knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we affirm that, enlightened by the
Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be believed, as God’s
instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; and
trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear, believe, and do the
Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.

Scripture

a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 / All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work. -

b. 2 Peter 1:20-21 / ..knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. -

c. John 8:31-32 / So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.”

3. CREATION OF HUMANITY

Key Points

a. Men and women are created / dependent beings.

b. Men and women are made in God’s image to be God’s agents.

c. God’s image remains present, yet marred by sin, in all humankind.

d. Men and women are equal as image-bearers of God and accessibility to God.

e. Men and women are created to complement one another by assuming distinctive roles in
the family and church.

f. God has called men to function as leaders, accountable to God, in the home and church.

Statement
We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and

Eve belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as
God’s agents to care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship



with their Maker. Men and women, equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to
God by faith in Christ Jesus and are both called to move beyond passive self-indulgence to
significant private and public engagement in family, church, and civic life. Adam and Eve
were made to complement each other in a one-flesh union that establishes the only
normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage ultimately
serves as a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise purposes, men
and women are not simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in
mutually enriching ways. God ordains that they assume distinctive roles that reflect the
loving relationship between Christ and the church, the husband exercising headship in a
way that displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife submitting to her
husband in a way that models the love of the church for her Lord. In the ministry of the
church, both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ and to be developed to their
full potential in the manifold ministries of the people of God. The distinctive leadership role
within the church given to qualified men is grounded in creation, fall, and redemption and
must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural developments.

Scripture

a. Genesis 1:27-31 / So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every
beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, [ have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

b. Genesis 2:18-25 / Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I
will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every
beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place
with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman
and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a
man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become
one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

c. Ephesians 5:22-33 / Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is
himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in



everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are
members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying
that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself,
and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

d. 1 Corinthians 11:3 / But [ want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ,
the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.

e. Romans 16:1-4 /I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at
Cenchreae, that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help
her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as
well. Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for
my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as
well.

f. 1 Timothy 2:8-15 / I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy
hands without anger or quarreling; likewise also that women should adorn themselves in
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or
pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with
good works. Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. [ do not permit a woman to
teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was
formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and
became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in
faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

4. THE FALL

Key Points

a. We are sinners by nature and by choice.
b. Sin corrupts every aspect of our lives.

c. The just penalty for our sin is death.

d. We should earnestly seek to rid our lives of sin.

Statement



We need to be reconciled with God. We believe that Adam, made in the image of God,
distorted that image and forfeited his original blessedness—for himself and all his
progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. As a result, all human beings are
alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., physically, mentally,
volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and irrevocably to death—
apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all human beings is to be
reconciled to the God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all
human beings is the undeserved love of this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore
us to himself.

Scripture

a. Genesis 3:1-7 / Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” ” But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

b. Romans 5:12, 19 / Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned...For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man'’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.

c. Romans 3:10-12 / ..as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one

understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

5. THE PLAN OF GOD

Key Points

a. God’s people were unconditionally chosen to experience his grace before the foundation
of the world.

b. God does the work of saving and cleansing those who put their hope in Jesus.

c. All people are called to repent and believe.

Statement



We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of
guilty sinners from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end
foreknew them and chose them. We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by
grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one day glorify them—all to the praise of his
glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people to repent and believe, having
set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ to be their Redeemer.

Scripture

a. Ephesians 1:3-10 / Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us
in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love he predestined

us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

b. Revelation 5:9-10 /And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

c. Romans 8:29-30 /For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

d. Acts 17:30-31 /The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.”

6. THE GOSPEL

Key Points
a. The gospel is news, not advice.
b. The gospel is the historically true story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
c. God uses the gospel to transform us.
d. The gospel reveals the entirety of God’s redemptive plan through Jesus, which is

revealed throughout the biblical canon.



Statement

We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly
to the world, even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good
news is Christological, centering on the cross and resurrection: the gospel is not
proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if
his death and resurrection are not central (the message is “Christ died for our sins ... [and]
was raised”). This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection are according to the
Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God),
historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins,
and we are to be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and
transmitted by the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely
personal (where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved).

Scripture

a. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 / And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For [ decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in
fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 / Now [ would remind you, brothers, of the gospel [ preached to
you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of
first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me.

c. 1John 1:1-4 / That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—
that which we have seen 7and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

d. Romans 10:9-13 / ..because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no



distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on
all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

7. THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST
Key Points

a. Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Scriptures.

b. Jesus is fully God and fully man.

c. Jesus lived a life of perfect, sinless obedience to God’s will.

d. Jesus died as a substitute for us and paid the penalty for our sin.

e. Jesus physically rose from his grave, breaking the power of Satan, sin, and death. f. Jesus
is the only way to salvation.

g. Jesus is King over all creation.

Statement

We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became
human: the Word became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two
natures. The man Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the
miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed
his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed miraculous signs, was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. As
the mediatorial King, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, exercising in heaven
and on earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous Advocate. We
believe that by his incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as
our representative and substitute. He did this so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God: on the cross he canceled sin, propitiated God, and, by bearing the full
penalty of our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus
was vindicated by his Father, broke the power of death and defeated Satan who once had
power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has been
forever exalted as Lord and has prepared a place for us to be with him. We believe that
salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which
we must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of this world, the despised things,
the things that are not, to nullify the things that are, no human 8being can ever boast before
him—Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness,
holiness, and redemption.

Scripture

a.John 1:14 / And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.



b. Matthew 1:18 / Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit.

c. 2 Corinthians 5:21 / For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

d. 1 Timothy 2:5 / For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus,

e. Matthew 28:18 / And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.

f. Romans 3:21-27 / But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to
be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works?
No, but by the law of faith.

g.John 14:1-3 / “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, that where I am you may be also.

h. 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 / Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring
to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 9wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”



8. THE JUSTIFICATION OF SINNERS

Key Points

a. Jesus’ death on the cross is credited to all who trust in him as full payment for their sins.
b. Jesus’ obedience in his sinless life is credited to all who trust in him as their
righteousness and acceptance with God.

c. Justification is a free gift.

d. The gift of justification rightly motivates us toward obedience.

Statement

We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those
who are justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins,
making a proper, real, and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect
obedience he satisfied the just demands of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that
perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in Christ alone for their acceptance with God.
Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his obedience and punishment were
accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this justification is solely of
free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified
in the justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience
flows from this free justification.

Scripture

a. Romans 3:21-31 / But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to
be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works?
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the
law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,
since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through
faith. Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold
the law.

b. Titus 2:11-14 / For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us



from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are
zealous for good works.

c. Titus 3:3-8 /For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and
hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and
[ want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful
to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.

9. THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Key Points

a. The Holy Spirit is actively working before, during and after salvation.

b. The Holy Spirit is with and in all followers of Jesus Christ, serving as a ‘down payment’ of
our inheritance and guiding us in sanctification.

c. The Holy Spirit often works through the gifts of his people.

Statement

We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is
applied to his people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit
glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, and, as the “other” helper, is present with and in believers.
He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and by his powerful and
mysterious work regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and
faith, and in him they are baptized into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are
justified before God by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit’s
agency, believers are renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God’s family; they participate in
the divine nature and receive his sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the
down payment of the promised inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs,
equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.

Scripture

a. Ezekiel 36:25-27 / I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And [ will give you a new heart,
and a new spirit [ will put within you. And [ will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh. And [ will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.



b. Ephesians 1:13-14 / In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

c.John 14:16-17 / And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

d. John 14:26 / But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.

e.John 15:26 / “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

f.John 16:8-14 / And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. “I still have many things to say to you,
but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take
what is mine and declare it to you.

g. Romans 8:9 / You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

h. 1 Corinthians 3:16 / Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God'’s Spirit
dwells in you?

i. Ephesians 4:30 / And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.

j- 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 / Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols,
however you were led. Therefore [ want you to understand that no one speaking in the
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the
Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered
by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.



10. THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Key Points

a. The Kingdom of God is the exercise of God’s sovereignty in the world.

b. The Kingdom of God is already present but not fully realized.

c. The Kingdom of God was initiated by Jesus and will be completed in the new heaven and
new earth.

d. The Kingdom of God continues through Jesus’ people actively demonstrating and
proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom.

Statement

We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ
by faith and through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight
in the blessings of the new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation
that awakens a desire to glorify, trust, and obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be
revealed. Good works constitute indispensable evidence of saving grace. Living as salt in a
world that is decaying and light in a world that is dark, believers should neither withdraw
into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: rather, we are to do
good to the city, for all the glory and honor of the nations is to be offered up to the living
God. Recognizing who's created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom,
we are to love our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong
to the household of God. The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the
exercise of God’s sovereignty in the world toward the eventual redemption of all creation.
The kingdom of God is an invasive power that plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and
regenerates and renovates through repentance and faith the lives of individuals rescued
from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new community of human life
together under God.

Scripture

a. Mark 1:14-15 / Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.”

b. Matthew 5:13-16 / “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

c. Matthew 22:36-40 / “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and



with all 13your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.”

d. Galatians 6:10 / So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

e. Colossians 1:15-19 / He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he
might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

f. Revelation 21:1-5 / Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, [ am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

11. The Church
Key Points

a. God has chosen to continue his work on earth through the church.
b. Each local church is to be a sign and an agent of God’s kingdom.
c. Jesus died not just to reconcile us to God, but to reconcile us with each other.

Statement

We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem;
they are already seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This universal church is manifest in
local churches of which Christ is the only Head; thus each "local church” is, in fact, the
church, the household of God, the assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation
of the truth. The church is the body of Christ, the apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and
he has pledged himself to her forever. The church is distinguished by her gospel message,
her sacred ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, above all, by her love for God,
and by her members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, this gospel we
cherish has both personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be
overlooked. Christ Jesus is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but
also peace between alienated peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new



humanity, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. The church serves as a sign of
God’s future new world when its members live for the service of one another and their
neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is the corporate dwelling place of God’s
Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world.

Scripture

a. Ephesians 1:16-23 / I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things
under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

b. Ephesians 5:25 / Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her,

c. Matthew 28:18-20 / And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that [ have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

d.John 13:34 / A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another.

e. Ephesians 2:14-16, 19-22 / For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and
has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby killing the hostility... So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

12. BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER



Key Points

a. Baptism is the sign of initiation into God’s family.

b. The Lord’s Supper (Communion) is the sign of covenant renewal for followers of
Jesus Christ.

c. While both are commanded in Scripture, neither Baptism nor the Lord’s Supper, are
necessary for salvation.

d. At New Valley Church we practice “believer’s baptism” by full submersion.

Statement

We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The
former is connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with
ongoing covenant renewal. Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge to us, divinely
ordained means of grace, our public vows of submission to the once crucified and now
resurrected Christ, and anticipations of his return and of the consummation of all things.

At New Valley Church, we practice “believer’s baptism,” believing that baptism is
appropriately administered only to those who give a thoughtful profession of faith in Jesus
Christ. In other words, we believe that baptism should come after faith in Jesus, rather than
before. For this reason, we will not baptize infants or small children that are unable to
make a thoughtful profession of faith. Believer’s baptism is a distinctive of New Valley
Church, and is required for membership. This does not mean you must be baptized at New
Valley Church if you have been previously baptized as a believer.

Scripture

a. Matthew 28:18-20 / And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that [ have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

b. Romans 6:3-5 / Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

c. Matthew 26:26-28 / Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a
cup, and when

he16 had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.



d. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 / For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

13. THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS
Key Points

a. There will be a physical resurrection of both the saved and the condemned.

b. Those who die in their sins will experience eternal conscious punishment in hell.

c. God will renew creation and his people will joyfully live forever in the new heaven and
new earth.

Statement

We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his
holy angels, when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be
consummated. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the
unjust to judgment and eternal conscious punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught,
and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of him who sits on the throne and of the
Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of righteousness. On that day the
church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, suffering and triumph of
Christ, all sin purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be all in all and his
people will be enthralled by the immediacy of his ineffable holiness, and everything will be
to the praise of his glorious grace.

Scripture

a. Revelation 19:11-16 / Then [ saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one
sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His
eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written
that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by
which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen,
white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his
thigh he has a name written, King of kings 16and Lord of lords.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 / But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But
each in



his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule
and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

c. Revelation 21:1-5 / Then [ saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, [ am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”



